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HOME a7 LAS

AN AUSTIN,. TEXAS, FAMILY DISCOVERS THE MAGIC OF
SLOWING DOWN AND SPREADING OUT FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Ly SARAH LATTA - photegrapis by LEUREY W. BLENN — produced by ELLY POSTON - styliog by BERVEILLE

KEEPTHE
MAN CAVE
FREE OF FRILLS

Homeowmner Greg Gish's
favorite noom was made
decidedly simpler than
thee nest of the home—no
pattemed wallpaper or
drapery. Rusty colors and
plaid accents add a mas-
culine touch. "F'm totaly
outnumberad by women
inowr housshold. This is

rmy refugel” he jokes.
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in the living room,
even the etk antlers
alnowe the mantel
get festive attention.

fter 13 years of exhausting
Christmas treks from
Lheir tiny Mew York City
apartment be visit family in
Dallas and Chicago, Kristin
and Creg Gish were ready
Lo et out of the Big Apple,
buy & home, and host their
crw L ol idays,

Other cities were in
the running, but when the
Cishes discovered a quaint street inthe
Austin suburb of Tarrytown, they werge
ready o put down roots Tor themselves
and their two daughters, $-year-old
Teddie and 3-vear-old Cecily. "We lowve
the lifestyle and the energy of Austin. [t
feels like a small toewn, even though §G's
one of the fastest prowing cities in the
countey,” says kKristin. "The schools are
great, The restaurants are phenomenal.
We wear shorts in November and
February. Ouar nefghborhood is a great
place for kids. There are movie nights
in the park, and Halloween is insane
bouncy houses, margaritas, and a 0]

After the couple found their perfect
nome inAusting, Kristin called on New
York friends Anne Maxwell Foster and
auwysel dePedro Cunningham of the
design firm Tilton Fenwick to help her
create a fun, pattern-packed home that
matches the family's energetic lifestyle,

All moved in, the eouple quickly put
on their holiday hosting habs—literally.
"Last vear was our first Christmas in
Lhe howse, Our parents came and staved.
I made all the big family recipes, and we
all sal around the table wearing paper
crowns and laaghing,” says Kristin,
"I have such clear memories of big
Christmas Eve parties with family, and [
wilnt Liose same memories for my girls”

Of course, new traditions come wilth
Lhe new house-—like strolling as a family
twir biocks to their chureh for Christmas
Eve service before dinner, and enjoying
Kristin's egge souffle Christmas morning.
Later on Christrnas Day, nejghbors come
over for a glass of wine on the porch
while the kids play in the yvard.

I lowe having the space for everyons
Lo be together, and I'm expecling even
more family this yvear,” savs Kristin. She
means il in more ways than one—Eristin
and Greg are welcoming a third babey
girl in November., Good thing there's
plenty af room.

CHRISTMAS CHEER, AUSTINSTYLE

Mo, ]

Offkilter Garlands

LSprigs of seeded
eucalyptus and
magmnolia inserted
casually into the
premade bay laurel-
and-cedar garland
add zip to ordinary
fireplace decor.

No. 2
Star Light, Star Bright

Texas stars embel-
lishithe tree, a play-
ful nod to the Lone
Star State; air plants
take a turn as crna-
rents. Larger light-
bulbs burn brighter
than mini buelks.

Mo, 3

Paper Trails

Hewly house proud,
Kristin wraps her
gifts with papers

that match her
livimg room's color
scheme. Sprigs of
fresh greenery add

life and aroma.

No. 4

Horseshoe Wreath

Taking only about
11/z hours to create,
this wreath is easy:
Sketch the shape in
plastic foam, cut it
out, attach bay
leaves with wire,
and tie on ribbons.



LIVING ROOM

Tomake this large-scabe room feel more
imtimate, the designers broke it up into
bwo separate sitting areas with back-to-
back sofas, They also paired the strong,
straight-lined sofas with rounded coffee
tables and skirted settees. "It's important
to have a mix of ines and curves inyour
furniture chiolces,” says Cunningham.
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PILE ON THE PRINTS

There's a method to successfully mbxing
and mabching patterns: "We abways start
with a large-scale staterment pring, e
the curtain fabric here [Sissyin Lapis;

MORE CHRISTMAS CHEER, AUSTIN STYLE

duralee.com), before choosing smaller — - : No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4

supparti erms,” enoplalns Foster, 5 . .

R - p— Relaxed Centerpiece Succulent Toppers Chandelier Decor Chairback Clusters

color palette and then vary scales and - s Instead of a potted poin- Replace the traditional Ahalo of cedar placed Aribbon and mini orma-

miatifs. Different textures—wowens, = . settia, try a loose arrange- candles with local warm- around the light fixture ment tie together bunches

velvets, stripes—malke a room feel : : g - ; ment of assorted greenery, weather succulents atop adds a loose and romantic of cedar and bay clippings.

Tved-in, rather than flat" - e . like cedar and begonia brass candlesticks for an atmosphere for dinmer Straight pins attach foliage
- ' ! ' g ; leawes, with blushing bride edgy but also feminine parties and emits a to chalrbacks without

and a few amaryllis, little arrangement. woodsy scent in the air, damaging fabric.
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EMBRACE THE
KITCHEN CROWDS
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TRY A TRIO OF BATTERNS |
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